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 Even though I am longer tied to school schedules, I still think of September as 
a new beginning – a time to start fresh, get back into a routine (whatever that means) 
and switch gears from summer fun to serious work. 
 But it’s not all serious – September also brings football, the “Fall Collection” of 
newly-released books, the annual Beaverdale Fall Festival .  Will the Cyclones post a 
winning record?  What’s the hot new book this season?  And how does the Fall Fest 
get better and better each year.  (Someday I’ll say that about the Clones.)  Anyway, 
check out our Fall Fest activity schedule on Page 3.  Hope to see you there! 
 Fall is also the time when book clubs  return from summer vacations – our 
own Book Browsers will kick the season off next week with a potluck that is sure to 
feature good food, good wine, lots of interesting conversation and good ideas to books 
to read this year. 
 Speaking of book clubs, we are at the point where we are ready to start 
another one.  We have had a lot of interest in starting a daytime book club, and Diane 
has offered to lead it.  We are open to ideas about the structure and format, but if you 
think you might be interested, please call us at 279-5400.  We’ll let you know when we 
schedule an organizational meeting. 
 Fall is also Trade Show  time for us.  Kristy will be representing us when 
booksellers from all over the Midwest meet in St. Paul at the end of the month.  These 
are always great opportunities to meet with authors, publishers, and other vendors, but 
the best part is always seeing our bookselling colleagues, trading ideas, and learning a 
lot – yes, booksellers and always willing to help each other out by sharing experiences, 
answering questions, and giving advice.  Another reason I love this business.  And as 
much as I love the Trade Show, I have two weddings on the calendar that weekend.  
So you know where I’ll be…my sons are already forewarned.  Just as the Fall Fest 
folks know you can’t have Fall Fest during the ISU/Iowa game or Homecoming 
weekend, my kids also know:  no weddings on trade show weekend. 
 Come in soon to see the new fall releases!  And watch for “Dewey” on 
September 24!  
  

Keep reading, 
 Alice 
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These were the Top Ten sellers in our store last month - see what everyone’s reading!  
  

1. Breaking Dawn, Stephenie Meyer  
2. The Joy of Forgiveness, Sandy Hoenig*  
3. Little Heathens, Mildred Armstrong Kalish*  
4. The Shack, William P. Young 
5. Loving Frank, Nancy Horan 
6. Growing Up Country, Carol Bodensteiner*  
7. The Last Lecture, Randy Pausch 
8. Eclipse, Stephenie Meyer  
9. Eat, Pray, Love, Elizabeth Gilbert 

 10. Iowa State Fair , Thomas Leslie 
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Sheryl Van Weelden 

and 
Sherry Borzo 
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"Like Joyce's Dedalus and Bloom, Augie Boyer lives i n a world that floats back and 
forth from Platonic to Aristotelian, which may have  something to do with the 
copious amounts of weed he inhales.  Our pothead pr ivate eye's mind drifts from 
the sensual to the surreal, from the 'here and now'  to the 'what-ifs' and 'what-of-its.'  
The question is, can he keep his mind steady—or at least off the 10,000-line mother 
of a poem he's memorizing to impress his poetry-spe wing St. Paul police buddy—
long enough to figure out what a group of Nazi symp athizers are planning for the 
Republican National Convention?  While Augie kept l ighting up, I sat back and 
enjoyed the contact high." 
-- David Doody, Common Good Books, St. Paul, MN 
  
Twin Cities pothead private eye Augie Boyer is out of sorts. He’s been smoking too much 
Ponchartrain Pootie, expanding his waistline with too much fried food, thinking too much 
about his ex-wife, suffering from a dismal testosterone level, and grousing about the 
current Republican governor’s vetoes and blatant right-wing favoritism.  When Augie 
discovers a plot to kill three abortion doctors in connection with a Neo-Nazi-funded “Labor 
Day” anti-abortion rally on the state capitol grounds, he rallies his troops – a St. Paul 
detective who’s a rabid poetry evangelist; a suave black-Irish code master, and Blossom, 
his spike-haired ex-con assistant.  The plot thickens by the minute, Augie’s radical 
songwriter/singer daughter arrives for a counter-rally, and danger comes ever closer…… 
 
BART SCHNEIDER is the author of the novels Blue Bossa , a finalist for the Los 
Angeles Times  Book Prize, and Secret Love , a New York Times  Notable Book of the 
Year. He was the founding editor of the Hungry Mind Review  (later Ruminator 
Review ) and now edits Speakeasy  magazine. 
 
�

 
 
“ This historical mystery, while set in the Pacific, does have a Midwest feel to it. The 
main character is from Iowa, and he talks about it often. Midwest values shape him as 
a character, and even the other characters talk abo ut his farm boy way of dealing with 
life. The ship they are assigned to is named after a town in Iowa, too. This is a little 
different kind of book for us, but well done -- mys tery, has a plot line about racism in 
the military, Navy life, and World War II.”  -- Vicki Erwin, Main Street Books, St. 
Charles, MO 
 
Iowa native Ensign Peter Maxwell longs for action after two years of leading the Navy choir 
after being called up from the reserves following Pearl Harbor. He gets a new posting on the 
USS Liberty Hill, stationed at San Francisco’s Port Chicago, but his new captain has no 
respect for junior officers like Peter and even less for the African-Americans who make up 
his crew.  Despite tensions between captain and crew, a two-week shakedown cruise goes 
well.  When the ship returns to San Francisco, however, Port Chicago is blown up and 
Liberty’s second in command is murdered.  There is an enemy within, and Maxwell will do 
everything to stop him, including putting himself on the front line of danger.   
 
 
PATRICK CULHANE is the pseudonym of MAX ALLAN COLLI NS, the award-winning, 
bestselling author of three celebrated contemporary  suspense series and four widely 
praised historical thrillers.  He lives in Muscatin e, Iowa.  RED SKY IN MORNING is 
based in part on his own father’s WWII experiences.  
 
 

�
��!���%����
	�������
���	
&����
"�
'
��#"��
 

�
�����������������	�
���
�����������	���
�

���
�
�	���������
��	���������������
�
�

 

 

 

 

 



�
�
����������(����
������#����
)���
�
�
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“STALKING SUSAN is  a good read – it kept my intere st!  I enjoyed the look 
into the world of television news, and I liked the way the characters 
developed.  I will recommend this book to our custo mers.  
-- Sharon Jirasek, Books & More, Pequot Lakes, MN 

Inside the desperate world of TV ratings, an investigative reporter discovers that a 
serial killer is targeting women named Susan and killing one on the same day 
each year. 
 
Television reporter Riley Spartz is recovering from a heartbreaking, headline-
making catastrophe of her own when a longtime police source drops two 
homicide files in her lap in the back of a dark movie theater. Both cold cases 
involve women named Susan strangled on the same day, one year apart. Last 
seen alive in one of Minneapolis’s poorest neighborhoods, their bodies are each 
dumped in one of the city’s wealthiest areas. Riley senses a pattern between 
those murders and others pulled from a computer database of old death records. 
She must broadcast a warning soon, especially to viewers named Susan, 
because the deadly anniversary is approaching.  
 
But not just lives are at stake— so are careers.  November is television sweeps 
month, and every rating point counts at Channel 3. Riley must go up against a 
news director who cares more about dead dogs than dead women, a politician 
who fears negative stories about serial killers will hurt the city’s convention 
business, and the very real possibility that her source knows more about the 
murders than he is letting on. When Riley suspects the killer has moved personal 
items from one victim to the next as part of an elaborate ritual, she stages a bold 
on-air stunt to draw him out and uncovers a motive that will leave readers 
breathless. 
 
JULIE KRAMER is a freelance television news produce r for NBC’s Today  
show, Nightly News , and Dateline . Prior to that, she was a national award-
winning investigative producer for WCCO-TV in Minne apolis. She lives in 
White Bear Lake, Minnesota, with her husband and so ns. 
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In 1984, Peter Feldstein set out to photograph every resident of his 
town, Oxford, Iowa (pop. 676). Twenty years later, he did it again. But 
this time those same residents did more than pose. With extraordinary 
honesty, they shared their memories, fantasies, failures, secrets and 
fears with writer Stephen G. Bloom. The result is a riveting collection of 
personal stories and portraits that tell much more than the tale of one 
small Midwestern town. Because beneath Oxford’s everyday surface, 
lives a complex and wondrous community that embodies the American 
spirit. 

Described as being in the narrative tradition of Studs Terkel’s Working 
and the photographic spirit of Mike Disfarmer’s Heber Springs series, 
The Oxford Project is equal parts art, American history, cultural 
anthropology, and human narrative — at once personal and universal, 
surprising and predictable, simple and profound.�
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