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We’re so excited about our 4th birthday/anniversary, and we have lots of things planned so you 
can celebrate with us.  We’ll have our usual sidewalk sale (we feel compelled to say “weather 
permitting,” although if it’s raining we’ll just have an Insidewalk Sale), 20% off all in-store titles 
(excluding special orders and consignment items), and our annual giveaway of Advanced 
Reader Copies (galleys of books soon-to-be or recently published).  So stop in July 7 – 11 and 
help us celebrate.  Our actual “birthday” is July 8, and rumor has it there may be cake.  If we 
don’t see you this week and we can’t thank you personally for keeping us in business these past 
four years, allow me to do it now:  THANK YOU for your support!  Of Beaverdale Books, of local 
business, and of independent bookstores.  We know we wouldn’t be here without you. 
 
We also have a full line-up of author events this month, and two of them will be during our 
celebration days.  West Des Moines author Leon Shearer kicks off our anniversary celebration 
with a reading and booksigning of his newly-published book “Cycles of Death.”  The book 
centers on RAGBRAI and features a group of older gentlemen solving a mystery.  Leon tells us 
that no one has been able to solve the whodunit until the very end. 
 
Then on Sunday the 11th author Jason Turbow will be here for “The Baseball Codes,” a 
fascinating look at the hidden rules of baseball.  He was featured on KCCI Sunday night and will 
be interviewed on KXNO radio on Wednesday. 
 
Two members of our monthly Writers’ Group will debut their new works this month as well.  
Congratulations to Mike Manno and Jerry Hooten.  They have been great supporters of 
Beaverdale Books and we hope a lot of folks will turn out for their book launches.  We are 
grateful to Jerry for all the work he does organizing the Writers’ Groups and all the resources he 
so freely offers to local writers.  Not to mention he brings wine to the meetings. 
 
Former Des Moines resident will help us celebrate Christmas in July with her book “Hay in the 
Manger.”  And you won’t want to miss Ames native Michelle Hoover when she’s here for her first 
novel “The Quickening.”  Her book is based on her grandmother’s diaries and has been 
generating quite a bit of buzz. 
 
As always, details inside.  So many books… 
 

Keep reading (and shopping locally), 
Alice 
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These were the Top Ten sellers in our store last month - see what everyone’s reading! 
 

1. Truck: A Quarter-Life Crisis Handled Poorly, Eric Hall West* 
2. The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest, Stieg Larsson  
3. Moon Seeker, Jason Brommel* 
4. The Drake Diner Murders, Pete Hale and Jim Rowley* 
5. The Girl Who Played with Fire, Stieg Larsson 
6. The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo, Stieg Larsson 
7. The House of Tomorrow, Peter Bognanni* 
8. The Help, Kathryn Stockett 
9. Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet, Jamie Ford 
10. Far From the Trees, Mike Wellman* 
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